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Hoyt’s Landmark Smart Growth Bill Signed into Law

New Law Will Help Revitalize Upstate and Save Taxpayer Dollars
ALBANY, NY – Assemblymember Sam Hoyt (D-Buffalo, Grand Island) announced that Governor David A. Paterson signed landmark smart growth and sustainable development legislation yesterday that he sponsored in the NYS Assembly. Known as the Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act (A8011B/S5560B), the new law requires the state to make wiser, more sustainable infrastructure investments based on smart growth principles, including an emphasis on investments in urban and town centers. 

“With this new law, New York has established itself as a national leader in promoting smart growth and sustainability,” Hoyt said. “This new law is as much an economic and fiscal reform as it is an environmental reform. Smart growth is smart business. Instead of continuing to make unwise and fiscally irresponsible investments in sprawl, this law redirects our taxpayer dollars toward areas in need of revitalization, such as urban, village and town centers. Investments in smart growth and sustainability are investments in the long-term economic, fiscal and environmental sustainability of our state and region.  I thank Governor Paterson for his commitment to upstate economic development and fiscal responsibility.”  

The law requires state agencies to use smart growth and sustainability criteria when deciding how to spend infrastructure dollars for roads, sewers, water lines and utilities. More specifically, the law targets infrastructure investments toward Main Streets, downtowns, brownfield areas, central business districts and “municipal centers.” This approach will help struggling upstate regions to revitalize their downtowns, protect our environment and open spaces and provide property tax relief.

“Rarely do we see legislation that addresses such a wide range of issues – economic development, fiscal responsibility, water quality, climate change and downtown revitalization,” Hoyt said. “At a time when the public is losing confidence in its state government, we have shown that state government can actually be an agent for economic and fiscal reform that benefits the taxpayers of upstate New York.”

Research has shown that smart growth and sustainability development saves taxpayer dollars, when compared to more costly and inefficient sprawl. A national study found that modest increases in average density and other smart growth reforms can save the nation $110 billion – that’s 11.8 percent – on state and local road costs by 2025; for roads and sewers, we’d save $12.6 billion, or 6.6 percent.
 On the state level, studies in South Carolina, Michigan and New Jersey found infrastructure saving of between 12 and 26.
 

“Empire State Future, a statewide coalition of organizations dedicated to the economic revitalization of New York State is extremely pleased that the Governor has signed the Public Infrastructure Policy Act,” said Peter Fleischer, Executive Director of Empire State Future. “This bill will go a long way to making New York a more sustainable place, economically and environmentally. Assemblymember Sam Hoyt fought resourcefully and relentlessly for this important, progressive legislation.”

Smart growth also has economic benefits. Studies also show that communities and regions that display smart growth features can be more effective in attracting businesses, especially high-tech, knowledge-based industries that fuel the innovation economy. The young talent workers (25 to 44 years old) are increasingly attracted to livable, sustainable communities, making smart growth an effective antidote to upstate brain drain. In a survey by the New York State Economic Development Council, two quality-of-life factors emerged as significant factors for businesses in deciding where to locate – vibrant urban centers and access to outdoor recreation.
 The Journal of Park and Recreation Administration found that small business owners and CEOs ranked recreation/parks/open space as the highest priorities in choosing a new location for their business.
 And “Emerging Trends in Real Estate” – the annual publication by PriceWaterhouseCoopers and the Urban land Institute – has consistently ranked quality-of-life, parks and open space as key locational indicators.

“I am pleased to have sponsored this important legislation, which incorporates smart growth principles into the evaluation of public infrastructure projects,” said Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, the Senate’s bill sponsor. “Smart growth practices promote economic growth and reinvestment in developed and developing areas, while protecting open space and natural resources. This bill will result in better agency decision-making and wise planning, which will in turn create more
environmentally friendly places to live and work.”
“Kudos to Assemblyman Hoyt and all of the members of the Assembly and Senate delegation that voted overwhelmingly for this bill,” said Eric Alexander, Executive Director of Vision Long Island. “Vision Long Island and all the proponents of smart growth on Long Island applaud Governor Paterson for signing legislation that will finally set smart growth policy for New York. This legislation will help prioritize infrastructure investments for our downtowns while limiting New York State-subsidized sprawl on open space.”

With this law, New York State has joined a select group of states including Maryland, Connecticut and Wisconsin with a strategic comprehensive planning movement that will critically impact communities throughout the Empire State.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY QUOTE

“We applaud Assemblyman Hoyt, Senators Oppenheimer and Montgomery and Governor Paterson for enacting the Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act, a critical measure that will encourage economic development while preserving the quality of the environment and reducing costs to the state and municipalities,” said Albert Caccese, Executive Director of Audubon New York. “As habitat loss from suburban sprawl continues to be a leading threat to birds and other wildlife, this critical measure provides clear direction for state agencies and authorities to stop facilitating unbridled development and alleviate pressure on our last remaining open spaces.”

Buffalo has already made significant strides to strengthen neighborhoods through the good work of local non-profits and community activists, but this law will set a larger commitment from the state to continue and strengthen the work of these neighborhood organizations. 

“Western New York sorely needs smart development and these new state guidelines are an important step to ensuring sprawl is combated and neighborhoods are strengthened,” Hoyt said. “I am proud to have sponsored a bill that will do so much good for upstate.”

Assemblymember Sam Hoyt represents the 144th Assembly District.
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